PgCert, PgDip, MSc Forensic Radiography and Short Awards
Our world leading courses use innovative teaching
methods to develop your knowledge and skills in forensic
imaging and support you in your distance learning
experience wherever you are in the world - for
radiographers, technologists, and other forensic imaging
professionals.
This course will support you to develop a forensic protocol
that adheres to relevant guidance and legislation, and
develop skills in producing images that will be acceptable
in court by learning about the requirements for highquality evidence. You will learn about how to image
children for suspected physical abuse and investigation of
infant deaths, location of forensic evidence (e.g. drug
smuggling, ballistic material), age assessments for human
trafficking or illegal immigration, and identification of the
deceased. A new module will develop skills in postmortem imaging utilising CT and MRI to replace the
conventional autopsy.
The PgCert develops forensic imaging skills, enabling you
to undertake forensic imaging in your department and to
comply with the forensic radiography guidelines from the
Society and College of Radiographers and the
International Association of Forensic Radiographers. The
PgDip develops more advanced forensic imaging skills in
mass fatalities and Disaster Victim Identification, and a
practice area of your choice. During your third year (MSc)
you develop the research skills needed to contribute to
the forensic imaging knowledge base.
Our courses are recognised by the Chartered Society of
Forensic Sciences and accredited by the Society and
College of Radiographers.

What students think
“Almost the same as being there by
both seeing the slides and images,
hearing and seeing the tutor talk, and
having the opportunity to instantly
ask questions”
“All other things in which you can be
distracted, are absent making this an
even better way to attend a lesson”
“Real-time contact with the tutor and
students”
“The lessons were taught like they
would be in a classroom but without
having to have time off work or
expense of staying away”
“Group learning, keeping up morale
and interest, making you feel like a
group doing the same things and
learning together”
“It was a positive experience – even
if people are thousands of miles
away from each other, a lesson is
still possible in a very interactive and
effective manner”
“As attendee you can settle yourself
in a quiet, comfortable, and nondistracted place to attend the lesson
in the most optimal way”

“Distance learning from
miles away, but still it is like
being on the front row”

Apply online www.tees.ac.uk
Further information: J.Vallis@tees.ac.uk

PgCert/Year 1 MSc
Core modules:
 Medico-Legal Issues in
Forensic Imaging Practice
 Principles of Forensic Imaging
(Radiographers)
Option modules (choose one of
the following):
 Minimally Invasive Autopsy
 Paediatric Forensic Imaging

Year 2 MSc
Core modules:
 Forensic Imaging in Mass
Fatalities
 Designing Research Projects
Option modules (choose one of
the following):
 Minimally Invasive Autopsy
 Paediatric Forensic Imaging
 Negotiated Learning in
Forensic Imaging Practice

What you study
Medico-Legal Issues in Forensic Imaging Practice
This module covers the medico-legal issues that are
pertinent to forensic radiographers/technologists and which
are the foundation of forensic practice. Topics covered
include continuity of evidence, standards of digital
evidence, statements and documentation, presenting
evidence in court, the role of the expert witness, and health
and safety.
This module will facilitate you to be critical about what you
read and how you apply it to your practice, to be articulate
and confident to engage with others in debate and to
incorporate necessary changes to your department’s
protocol, to be adaptable in utilising a range of learning
activities, and to be aspiring to establish best practice in
forensic imaging. In addition, when learning about the topic
evidence, you will be facilitated to be articulate and
confident in presenting evidence, be critical in reflecting on
how you prepare evidence, statements, and present
evidence in court, and be adaptable, aspiring and creative
in developing new approaches to managing digital evidence
in your department.

Year 3 MSc
Core module:
 Dissertation

Some modules are
available as Short Awards
(University Certificate in
Postgraduate Professional
Development – 20 credits,
Masters’ Level):
 Medico-Legal Issues in
Forensic Imaging
 Minimally Invasive Autopsy
 Paediatric Forensic Imaging
 Forensic Imaging in Mass
Fatalities

Principles of Forensic Imaging (Radiographers)
Topics covered include imaging modalities, minimally
invasive autopsy, suspected physical abuse (paediatrics
and vulnerable adults), injury processes and pathology,
illegal immigration and human trafficking, drug packers,
identification of the deceased - fingerprints, DNA,
anthropology, odontology, radiography, and roles within the
multidisciplinary team.
This module will facilitate you to be critical reading research
and how you apply it to your practice, to be articulate and
confident in presenting forensic information to specialist and
non-specialist audiences, to be critical and adaptable in
your use of imaging modalities in forensic practice, and to
be creative and aspiring to enhance your own forensic
practice.

Minimally Invasive Autopsy
This module is for radiographers/technologists who would like to further enhance their crosssectional imaging skills in order to provide a Minimally Invasive Autopsy service. As the public is
increasingly rejecting the conventional autopsy, there is greater demand for minimally invasive
autopsy, using cross-sectional imaging technologies. You will learn about Post-Mortem
Computerised Tomography - protocols, techniques, etc., Post-Mortem Magnetic Resonance
Imaging, Post-Mortem Angiography, Image Interpretation and Pathology, Post-Mortem Biopsies,
Pulmonary Ventilation, Role of the Radiographer in dealing with the bereaved, Service Provision,
and Governance.
This module will facilitate you to be confident and critical in the application of research to your own
practice, to be aspiring and creative in developing your skills to provide a post-mortem imaging
service, to be adaptable in using your Computerised Tomography skills and knowledge in postmortem imaging practice, and to be confident, critical, and articulate in presenting aspects of postmortem imaging to specialist and non-specialist audiences.
Paediatric Forensic Imaging
This module is designed for radiographers and technologists who primarily work in the paediatric
setting or who want to specialise further in forensic imaging of paediatrics. You will learn about the
investigation of infant deaths, suspected physical abuse, imaging modalities utilised for suspected
physical abuse of paediatrics, injuries indicative of suspected physical abuse, standards of imaging
of suspected physical abuse, techniques for imaging paediatrics, post-mortem imaging of
paediatrics, differential diagnoses, and image interpretation.
This module will facilitate you to be aspiring and creative in developing your skills and techniques
to image deceased and living paediatrics, to be adaptable and confident in applying imaging skills
and knowledge to the paediatric forensic imaging environment, and to be articulate, confident, and
critical in identifying suspected physical abuse, and in presenting aspects of paediatric forensic
imaging to specialist and non-specialist audiences.
Forensic Imaging in Mass Fatalities
This module is for radiographers/technologists who wish to advance their forensic imaging skills
within the mass fatalities and emergency mortuary setting. You will develop a critical
understanding of the processes involved following a mass fatalities incident, from the investigation
of the crime scene to recovering the body to the emergency mortuary and ultimate release of the
body to relatives.
Topics will include: Disaster Victim Identification roles and processes both within and outwith the
emergency mortuary, victim recovery, fluoroscopy, Computed Tomography, cultural and ethical
issues, health and safety, government legislation and public enquiry reports informing best
practice, and the medico-legal issues pertinent to the emergency mortuary environment. You will

critically analyse the response to international disasters, and learn about the internationally
developed and accepted Interpol guidance on Disaster Victim Identification.
This module will facilitate you to be adaptable, confident and critical in the application of imaging
modalities and processes in disaster victim identification, to be articulate and confident of your role
in a multidisciplinary team and presenting aspects of imaging in mass fatalities to specialist and
non-specialist audiences, and to be adaptable, aspiring and creative in developing your skills in
imaging the deceased in the emergency mortuary environment.
Designing Research Projects
This module is designed to provide you with the necessary knowledge and skills to design and
manage a primary or secondary research, audit or evaluation project that is relevant to your
practice.
This module will facilitate you to be adaptable, articulate, critical, and confident in developing and
presenting a research proposal in forensic imaging, and to be aspiring and creative in designing
research to inform forensic imaging practice.
Negotiated Learning in Forensic Imaging Practice
Forensic practice is diverse and this module facilitates you in engaging with a negotiated topic that
will be relevant to your own learning needs or area of practice. This module will facilitate you to be
adaptable, articulate, critical and confident in researching and presenting your chosen topic, and to
be aspiring and creative in applying your research on your chosen topic to your forensic imaging
practice.
Dissertation
This module will enable you to synthesise learning as you apply your research related knowledge
to identify a researchable problem, plan and execute a study. This module will facilitate you to be
adaptable, articulate, critical and confident in undertaking research in forensic imaging and
presenting your work to specialist and non-specialist audiences, and to be aspiring and creative in
undertaking research to inform forensic imaging practice.

How you learn
These courses are taught by distance learning, and are structured to keep you on track throughout
your studies. You never need to attend the university, and apart from the webinars, you can
complete the online activities at times that work best for you.
The three-week induction at the start of the course gives you time to get to know the Virtual
Learning Environment, learn what electronic learning resources are available to you, and
introduces you to each other and the course. You will also have the opportunity to improve your

writing skills with online workshops. So when the forensic topics start, you are read to concentrate
on the subject.
Weekly contact with your tutor and peers via instant messaging or email, for support when you
want it.
Topics are delivered at a pace that gives you more time to learn about that area and relate this to
your own practice.
Structured activities help you to think about each topic and discuss ideas with your peers – videos,
screencasts, quizzes, directed reading, virtual workspace for discussion, and interactive and
collaborative work.
Regular webinars where you and your peers join together online at the same time to engage in a
teaching session with your tutor or other forensic specialist.
Webinars take place on an evening (6.30-8.30pm) and there are approximately six per 12-14 week
module.
Courtroom simulation – learn how to give evidence and experience being cross-examined.
International specialists in the field of forensics, demonstrating the multidisciplinary nature of
forensic practice in mass fatalities incidents, will facilitate all sessions. Previously, these specialists
have included: Forensic Radiographers and Technologists, Consultant Paediatrician, Consultant
Paediatric Radiologist, Forensic Pathologists, Forensic Biologist, Forensic Researcher, Forensic
Anthropologist, H M Coroner, and a post-mortem imaging service provider.

How you are assessed
The assessment strategy is designed to be compatible with distance learning and to provide a
variety of methods, enabling a more inclusive assessment strategy – written assignments and
presentations. These are submitted online or presented in the webinar room.

Apply now online
The next course starts in September, with Short Awards commencing in October or January each
year.

